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Sunday Morning Worship Service - 7.12.2026 

Lay Worship Leader- David Beeman 

 
Words of Welcome & Announcements 
Centering Time (Preparing Our Hearts & Minds for Worship) 
Opening Prayer  

 
Responsive Call to Worship  

We gather today in the midst of busy lives and hectic schedules that mirror 
the chaotic pace of the world around us. 
We come to set our minds on the guidance of the Spirit. 
We gather as people inundated with constant information, fast-moving news 
cycles, and ever-present alerts vying for our attention. 
We come to set our minds on the guidance of the Spirit. 
We gather as people seeking to anchor ourselves in the faith as the world 
around us is blown to and fro by waves of fear, scarcity, and reactivity. 
We come to set our minds on the guidance of the Spirit. 
Beloved, come. Come to find rest, grounding, and guidance in the Spirit who 
dwells in you. 
We come to set our minds on the Spirit who guides us and draws us 
together toward life, peace, and flourishing. Amen. 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 That same day Jesus went out of the house 
and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have 
ears, hear!” 
18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 



 
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble 
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away.[a] 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 
but the cares of this[b] age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
“O For a Thousand Tongues”              UMH-57 

Passing the Peace of Christ (with hugs, handshakes, and fist bumps) 

Pastoral Welcome and Prayer      

“This is the Air I Breathe”                  Praise Team                               

** “Children are dismissed to “Godly Play” at this time**   
Scripture Reading- Romans 8:1-11 (NRSV) Therefore there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds 
on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind 
on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God.9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the 
Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead 
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.                
Leader: This is the Word of our Lord.​ ​      People:  Thanks be to God.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A1-9%2C%2018-23&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23561a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A1-9%2C%2018-23&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23562b


 
Sermon:  “The Air We Breath”                        Rev. Pastor Pablo Vargas  
Invitation to Give our Tithes and Offering (Collection) 
 
Offering Prayer (In Unison)  
Living God, you meet us this day with grace that frees and a Spirit that gives life. You tell 
us there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, and we cling to that good 
news with grateful hearts. As we bring these gifts, we set our minds on you—not on fear 
or self-interest, but on the life and peace you promise. Shape us by your Spirit to live 
generously, to seek the good of our neighbors, and to share in your work of healing and 
reconciliation. Receive these offerings as signs of our attention being fixed on Christ and 
our lives opened to your renewing power. We give thanks; we give ourselves, and we 
trust your Spirit to lead us into abundant life. Amen. 
 
“Father We Thank you”             UMH-565 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION IN UNISON 
 
O God who loves us, hear our prayer. So often we come to you at a loss – at a loss for the 
right words, the right deeds, the right feelings. We know all is not right, but we cannot 
say with certainty what is wrong. There are deep divisions between us and others. There 
are too many who live in poverty and fear. There are too many horrific stories, and not 
enough hopeful ones. So we pray to you, our Creator and Redeemer, to make things right, 
and to make us right with you and each other. Turn us around from that which destroys 
toward that which heals and brings joy. And hear us again, as we offer you our confession 
in silence. 
 
 
Closing Hymn- “God of Grace and God of Glory”                    UMH-577 
 
Benediction (Stay Afterwards for Coffee Hour) 
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